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2025 FARMER SURVEY:

The Simpson Centre’s survey of 979 Canadian farmers before the 2025 federal election
resulted in two policy briefs addressing political alignment, policy preferences among
farmers, and key ballot-box issues.

Regarding taxation, farmers prioritized tax exemptions for fuel and energy, capital gains
inclusion rates, and institutional tax reductions, highlighting a strong focus on cost control,
farm succession, and financial sustainability. There is also notable support for sustainability-
related tax incentives, pointing to a policy environment centred on economic viability and
operationalresilience (See Fig. 1).
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Amid turbulent trade relations with the USA, producers identified diversification of export
markets and expanding domestic processing and value-added production as the most
important strategies to mitigate the impact of potential tariffs (see Fig. 2).

Measures for mitigating the impact of potential tariffs*
*% of farmers are in favour of

Diversification of export markets I  50.56%
Expanding domestic processing and value-added production I 43.41%
Developing new trade partnerships and agreements with emerging markets IR NN 41.06%
Dismantling Inter-provincial Trade Barriers I NN 32.28%
Increased government subsidies or financial aid GGG 27 .53%
Strengthening supply chain and infrastructure to improve global... I 25.23%
Increased diplomatic activity [ IREEEG_G— 16.45%
Retaliatory tariffs on agricultural and non-agriculturalimports [N 11.44%
Improved access to trade dispute resolution mechanisms I 9.40%
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Overall, the findings on trade suggest that agricultural producers seek long-term trade
resilience, improved domestic value chains, and better-aligned provincial and
international trade policies, rather than short-term fixes or retaliatory measures. They
also highlight a preference for policy stability and predictability, particularly in key
markets like the U.S. and China.
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On the policy issues of labour and immigration, and whether Canadian citizens or
permanent residents can meet labour needs, opinion was divided by farm income level.
Around a third of farmers strongly agreed that labour needs can be met locally, with mid-to-
high gross farm income ($500,000 to $1.99M) producers indicating the strongest agreement
(see Fig. 3).
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Regarding immigration policy, opposition to increasing residency opportunities for
agricultural Temporary Foreign Workers (TFWSs) is relatively low (10.2%). In comparison,
support for TFWs stands at 24.4% nationally, with the strongest regional backing in Atlantic
Canada (40.9%) and British Columbia (39.1%).

The findings suggest general satisfaction with existing labour options. However, many
farmers are seeking more robust, permanent residence pathways for TFWs, especially in
regions with persistent labour gaps. The high level of uncertainty across provinces indicates
a potential opportunity for policy clarification and outreach to ensure producers are
thoroughly informed on the implications of immigration reform. See the policy briefs for
more details.
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